
Recent Advances of Sanitary Science : the Relations of
Micro-organisms to Disease ; and it was illustrated by
micro-photographs projected upon the screen. A con-
siderable portion of it was devoted to the question of
sewage in New York, Boston, and other large cities.
The first paper of the second day's session was by

Dr. L. S. Pilcher, on
THE RELATIONS OF MEDICAL JOURNALISM TO HIGHER

MEDICAL EDUCATION IN AMERICA.

Before reading it he made some remarks suggested
by the papers of the previous day, in which he opposed
the strict interpretation of the principles upon which
the Academy was founded, chief among which is the
encouragement of classical, mathematical, and scientific
training among those professing to pursue a course of
medical study. There was no doubt, he said, that those
physicians who lacked the advantages of general culture
in youth regretted the fact, but it was not in the power
of the Academy to decide that the avenues of advance-
ment in the profession should be closed to all who had
not attained a certain arbitrary standard of learning.
Some men of college training made incapable physi-
cians, and some men rose from the plow and the
anvil to places of distinction as medical practitioners.
To have made the humanities an indispensable requi-
site to a degree in medicine would have excluded such
men as John Hunter and Sir Astley Cooper from the
profession in which they won such imperishable fame.
To be a scientist was not necessarily to be a good
practitioner. Harvey's medical practice was the laugh-
ing-stock of London ; while Sydenham, inferior as a
scholar and savant, was incalculably superior in the
practical work of curing disease. The discussion was
continued by Drs. Hunt, of Boston, Steiner, ofMary-
land, Giiion and Sibbet, and closed by Dr. Pilcher.
Dr. Hunt denounced the whole system of academ-

ical education as mediaeval, inconsequential, and worth-
less. He was not a Fellow of the Academy himself,
but he thought that that body was wasting its time in
endeavoring to arrest a progress that was inevitable.
College life was simply four years of play, which left
a young man less fitted for professional study than he
was before his freshman year.
Dr. J. Cheston Morris, of Philadelphia, read a

paper on
THE MILK SUPPLY IN LARGE CITIES.

In London, he said, many families had been obliged
to have the cow brought to the door of the house, aud
see the milk drawn before them in order to be sure
that it was pure. In our own large cities no one who
observed the settlings in the large milk cans could say
there were no "grounds" of complaint. He believed
that the proper way to prevent the dilution and adul-
teration of milk was to oblige milkmen to sell it in
sealed jars marked with their names and addresses.
By the use of small sealed jars also milk could be
conveyed hundreds of miles in good condition, thus
enlarging the territory from which the supply for a

large city could be obtained. He pursued this method
on his own farms near Philadelphia, the milk supply
of which place, he thought, was probably better than
that of any other large city in the United States. The
first thing to do in the way of improvement every-
where was to convince the people that the cheapest
milk was not the best. Tbe farmers could not furnish
good milk at a less average cost thau from four to five

cents a quart, yet the dealers at present would pay
only three cents in summer, and from four and a half
to five cents in winter. By means of the sealed jars,
he said, he had sent milk from Westchester County,
Penn., to Aiken, S. C, which, after the three days'
journey, proved fresh and sweet, and in the summer
he sent milk daily to Atlantic City, a distance of ninety
miles. The name and address on the jar placed the
responsibility for bad milk where it belonged.

Papers were then read by Dr. Rockwell on the
Value of Electolysis, and Dr. R. S. Sutton, of Pitts-
burgh, on The Necessity of Cleanliness in Surgical
Operations, and Dr. Kaiser read for Dr. Lewis P.
Bush, of Wilmington, Del., a paper entitled, Some
Thoughts on Vaccination, in which the writer ex-

pressed his belief in the necessity of compulsory vac-

cination, and claimed that no child who had not been
vaccinated should be allowed to enter a public school.
Drs. Dunglison and Marcy presented a report on

the progress made by the states of the union
in medical legislation,1

in which the registration laws of New York and Penn-
sylvania were described as only partially successful.
The States whose Legislatures had passed more or
less efficient laws in regard to the practice of medicine
since the last annual meeting of the Academy were
Delaware, Michigan, Minnesota, and Missouri.

election of officers.

The following officers were elected for the ensuing
year : President, Dr. Benjamin Lee, of Philadelphia ;
Vice-Présidents, Drs. A. L. Gihon, U. S. N, Nathan
Allen, George F. Shrady, and E. J. Bermingham, of
New York ; Secretary and Treasurer, Dr. R. J. Dun-
glison, of Philadelphia ; Assistant Secretary, Dr.
Charles Mclntyre, Jr., of Easton, Penn.
The President appointed as members of the Council,

Drs. Charles C. Lee, of New York, William Elmer, of
Trenton, N. J., and J. Cheston Morris, of Philadel-
phia. And it was announced that the next meeting of
the Academy would be in Baltimore.

Recent Literature.
A Complete Hand-book of Treatment, Arranged as an

Alphabetical Index of Diseases to Facilitate Refer-
ence, and Containing nearly One Thousand Formu-
l\l=ae\. By William Aitken, M. D. (Edin.), F. R. S.
New York: Bermingham & Co. 1882.
This book, of about 450 pages, is composed of the

chapters on Treatment, taken from the latest edition
of Dr. Aitken's Science and Practice of Medicine,
which have been somewhat revised and rearranged to
make them more convenient for reference.

Training-schools for Nurses, with Notes on Twenty\x=req-\
two Schools. By W. G. Thompson, M. D. New
York: G. P. Putnam's Sons. 1883.
A little book of the primer style, the first third, or

eighteen pages, of which is occupied by an introduc-
tory account of nursing in general, and a general de-
scription of the organization of American training-
schools. The rest of the book is composed of notes on

twenty-two different schools iu the United States, of
several schools of midwifery, aud of the Directory of
Nurses in Boston and Philadelphia.

1 Vide page 390 of this number of the Journal.
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